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The Caterpillars are Coming!   
26th Annual Butterfly Season at Kidspace Children’s Museum 

A special celebration of the Monarch Butterfly, taking flight March 11 
 

 
PASADENA, CA The Western monarch butterflies are returning to Southern California, 
and that’s cause for celebration at Kidspace’s annual Butterfly Season, running March 
11 through May 31. 
 
Only one year ago, researchers sounded alarms about the vanishing monarch after 
recording a record low population of wintering butterflies in California. This year, 
scientists report that the monarch is poised for a comeback, and Kidspace is celebrating 
with hands-on art and science activities for budding naturalists. 
 
“Children have an affinity for nature and wild creatures, and our Butterfly Season invites 
them to get up close, learn, and actively support threatened butterflies and other 
pollinators that live in our neighborhoods,” said Kidspace CEO Lisa Clements.  “This 
year we’re focusing on butterfly life cycle and habitat so that families can participate in 
supporting migratory species like the Monarch. We’ve joined forces with the University 
of Kansas to create a Monarch Waystation at the museum where visitors can learn how 
to spot, count, and record eggs and caterpillars, which is something they can continue 
to do at home.” 
  
Butterfly Season highlights include: 
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- Pollinator takeover in Nature Exchange. View live butterflies and honeybees, 
learn about the butterfly life cycle, and celebrate the role of pollinators in a 
healthy ecosystem.   

 
- Bug safaris. Kidspace will provide the magnifying glass and some expert tips; 

you bring your curiosity and keen creature-spotting skills and join in our search 
for eggs, caterpillars, and adult insects around campus.   
 

- Create a caterpillar. What kind of fuzzy caterpillar would you like to create?  
Shape your creature out of clay, and then add seeds to sprout a fuzzy fellow of 
your own to take home. 

 
- Flower showers. You can support pollinators such as butterflies by growing 

plants that attract and feed them. Grab a watering can and learn about what 
plants butterflies and other pollinators rely on while helping the flowers grow. 
 

- Fantasy flutter-by play. Dress up like a butterfly, sit in a “chrysalis,” and take 
your picture with a beautiful set of monarch wings.   

 
- Live caterpillar adoptions. They’re back! A living science project the whole 

family (or classroom) will enjoy; raising and releasing native Painted Lady 
butterflies. The whole process takes about two weeks from tiny caterpillar 
through metamorphosis to lovely butterfly, ready to release into nature.  
Caterpillar adoptions are available onsite through the Kidspace store or online at 
store.kidspacemuseum.org. All caterpillars must be picked up in person at the 
museum. Caterpillars start at just $6 for one, and care instructions are available 
online. 

 
In addition to celebrating butterflies and pollinators during Butterfly Season, families can 
enjoy their favorite Kidspace features including playing in the Interpretive Arroyo Stream 
and water features, navigating the Ant Tunnel, exploring what’s over the rainbow at the 
top of our Raindrop Climber, and getting hands-on with science in our Physics Forest. 
   
Visit kidspacemuseum.org to reserve tickets for Butterfly Season, included at no 
additional charge in museum general admission. For the latest announcements and 
updates, follow Kidspace Children’s Museum on Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter.  

### 
 
 

ABOUT KIDSPACE CHILDREN’S MUSEUM 
 
Kidspace Children’s Museum is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit educational and cultural institution 
committed to serving the needs and interests of children and families. Kidspace hosts 
nearly 380,000 guests each year on a beautiful, 3.5-acre outdoor campus with more 
than 40 hands-on exhibits, a live animal collection, and a variety of creative play spaces 



Kidspace Children’s Museum 
Butterfly Season 
Page 3/3 
 

and water features. Kidspace offers a wide array of free and discounted programs, field 
trips, and digital resources for schools to maximize access for children and educators.  
  
Protecting the safety of our visitors and staff is important to Kidspace. In order to allow 
for social distancing, availability of indoor spaces is subject to capacity. 


